
How To Judge The Quality Of Your Cannabis





Color / Trichomes / Hair

Color – Marijuana color ranges from mint green to purple, so 
purple it is quite nearly black. Color is mostly about genetics, 
and a little about how the plant was grown. Some purple 
strains will only turn purple when exposed to low 
temperatures during �ower. The hairs, which in fact are dried 
pistils of the �ower, bring shades of red and orange to the 
visual experience of marijuana. Regardless of exact color 
shades, marijuana color should be even and vibrant. Steer 
clear of anything with gray splotches.

Trichomes – Trichomes are the sparkling ‘crystals’ that coat 
dank buds, and they are one of the key indicators of when to 
harvest a plant. Trichomes also create the sticky tactile quality 
of marijuana. These little stalks—they look like tiny 
mushrooms under 40x or 50x magni�cation—are where lives 
a lot of the biochemical magic of marijuana.

Hair – These pistils, which look like little hairs covering the 
bud, are very telling. They show that the plant was 
well-pollinated and has completely matured. When the weed 
has lots of these orange squiggles, it's likely good stu�.



Smell

One of the �rst indications of good or bad weed is immediate: 
smell. Give the bud a whi�, and the results will likely be telling.

Quality �ower should have a clear, pungent, weed smell. 
Inferior buds will have a dulled, hay-like smell. This is the result 
of a poorly-cured or poorly-grown plant.

The strong smell of the weed is a sign of a high terpene 
content. Terpenes are responsible for the smells, tastes and 
bene�ts of the cannabis. When weed aromas are strong, it 
means that terpenes are present, enhancing the smoker's 
experience. Lots of terpenes means high potency and 
dankness.



Moisture / Texture

You can feel weed to tell if it's good quality or not. 
It should be a balanced mix of not too wet and not 
too dry. The marijuana should be sticky, thanks to 
the resin.

If the supply is exceptionally dry, it will burn too 
quickly. Adversely, if the weed is too wet, the 
moisture can lead to mildew and mold growth. 
Storage is an important preventative measure.

With the perfect wet-to-dry ratio, the cannabis 
should be able to be broken apart easily, though 
not crumble at a light touch. As it's broken apart, 
test the stickiness. If the weed does not have a 
sticky texture, it is likely not fresh.



Flavor

The cleanliness of your method of delivery is important when 
evaluating �avor. A dirty pipe will mask the speci�c notes. 
Curing plays a roll in how the �avor turns out, but how the 
plant was treated in �ower and in its �nal weeks will have a 
huge impact on what you taste. Metallic or chemical �avors 
suggest the plant was not fully �ushed with water before �nal 
harvest.



Signs of Bad Cannabis Quality

Shake
Shake is the loose weed particles that collect after a �ower has dried and fallen apart. Watch out for shake, as it indicates when weed 
is too dry. When it comes to prepackaged marijuana, opt for varieties with less shake. If possible, ask the budtender for an in-house 
sample to get a better idea of the appropriate look and smell. If not, avoid packages with high amounts of shake or ones with broken 
buds inside the plastic.
Seeds / Stems
Be on the lookout for seeds: They are a sign of bad weed. Seeds are only a good addition if you are hoping to grow your own plant; 
otherwise, they add weight to the cannabis and detract from the actual product you can smoke. There should be a few stems in the 
bud, to hold the �ower together. It's a bad sign if there are none, but the amount should be minimal. The rule is no seeds and 
barely-any stems, resulting in fresh, thick, smokable buds.

Mold / Pests
On marijuana, mold usually looks like white or grey powder or �u�, though 
sometimes it can grow black or green. If you see mold or mildew, throw out the 
weed. Tiny pests are another thing to watch for. Sometimes, weed can become 
home to insects, like mites, gnats, and spiders, that can leave behind webs, 
eggs, and fecal matter. If you see a web, nest, or wispy, white hairs in your weed, 
remove them and inspect the rest of the marijuana.


